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SITE PHILBY CONSPIRACY, By Bruce 
Page, David Leitch and. Phillip Kneigitley. 
Doubleday. $5.55. 

RY SILENT WAR. By Kia Philby. Grove 
Press, $5.8. 

EE FIRST is Book of the Month Club se- 
lection for July. Tne choice is deserved, ‘Con- 
spiracy” is documentary literature which 
surely will bring much serious discussion Gn 
subjects penetrating to the heart of demo- 
cracy—ques{ions of citizen motivation, free- 
g@om and the relationship of spies to their 
government. 

Haroid A. R. (Kim) Philby was a Cam- 
bridgecducated Russian spy. We gave his 
aiegiance to communism in the carly 1930s 
and rose to a pinnacie of succcss in the carly 


3659s. He not only was permitted to spy 


against his own country; he was also put in 
harge of British counterintelligence against 


x. 

the Soviet Union, 

_ As such, Philby made a mockery of British 
and American security agencies. Along with 
iwo lesser Soviet svies, Burgess and Maclean, 

Philby gave the Soviets a fabulous amount 
of Free World information, some of it most 

. sensitive in nature. 

The revelations suggest that had the iste 
Sen. Joseph McCarthy becn alive when Pr’: 

-by fied to Russia in 1063 MeCarthy wows 
have been able to claim substantiation for ot 
least some of his charges of Communist in- 
‘filtration in the U.S. government. 

“The Philby Conspiracy” tsrrt ‘a large 
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boch (2° yop.es) but it represents a mas- 
sive ai-ount of research. The three authors 
work for The Sunday Times in Longon and 
were part of a 13-member research team as- 
signed by the paper to explore the “Philby 
business.” 

They've done a good job—so good thit they 
far cxeeed the Jiterarv quality of Paithy’s 
own story, “My Silent War,” Philby’s person- 
al story was written after Philby defected to 
Moscow. It is narrow in scope and—worse— 
is ‘Moaded.” Philby, as a Russian spymas- 
ter, tals nothing that would be of value to 
nos-Communists, Everything ges inthe way 
of a good story, so ta sneak, 

The “Conspiracy” beck begins with a dis- 
cussion of Philby’s carly years at Cambridge 
and’ keeps asking the rnaddening question of 
why official Britain allowed Philby to ad- 
vance so rapidly along the road to jnfiltra- 
tion of his own government, The authors an- 
swer the question only partially. One reason 
is that Britain was in a political vacuum for 
most of the years between the world wars. 
Another reason was that Philby was acle te 
rely on the “ald school tie” for heip even 
when evidence agaist him was over whelra- 


2 SUMMATIONS, laid down in crisp 
We Up @ Sharp condemnation of Brit- 
eee pefore, Guriug, and atier 
i Whe wikess ark why Philby 
cy yeally cereer 
sopis (his precors 


“y RaGwn)y and why the government Was Cap- 
apie of such grand stupidities as sending 2 


at} 


tyoeman (who drani: and was short of breath) 
fo spy on the hull of a ‘visiting Russian war- 
iy at a time when Britain and Russia were 
meving closer together. . 

Gne of this book’s shrewdest observations 
js that Britain hadn’t known political or 
ideological infiltration since the religious 
struggles of EHzabethan times; if was thus 
incoraprehensible in 1€40 to believe that an 
Englishman of good upbringing could scheme 
“nst his own nation. The authors don't 
k from the final lesson: which is taal 


Fare 


germocracy cannot be defendea by pe 


are politically iliferate acd usa 
‘reasons for the growth of cam une.sis 
other “isms.” 

The Philby file is growing. These volume 
supplement “The Third Man’ by F. H. 
Cockridge (Putnam, $5.95) which appeared 
last rnontnh, “The Third Man” docsn’t have 
the scope cf “Conspiracy” but varies little 
in general approach; it docs, however, give 
a bit. more discussion of Philby’s childhood. 
It isn’t nearly as detailed as “The Philby 
Conspiracy” and probably places Philby, Bur- 
gess and Maclean in closer contact with each 
otuer than facts warrant. 


